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INTRODUCTION

A

s one of the longstanding members of The North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO), Türkiye remains committed
to the principles and vision of the Alliance. Türkiye, as a
reliable NATO ally, has not hesitated to fulfil its duties in
the fight against the Alliance’s threats, even at the cost of martyrdom
when necessary. Apart from being a reliable ally, Türkiye has made
significant contributions to international peace and stability over the
last seven decades through its constructive and conciliatory attitude.
Experiences have proven that Türkiye is a crucial ally for NATO and
an indispensable partner for other countries.
While the global system and political conjuncture have changed dramatically since NATO’s foundation, Türkiye’s commitment to the
spirit of the Alliance has remained constant. Türkiye continues to
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make unceasing efforts to fulfil its Alliance responsibilities and obligations. Our primary expectation is that, in the upcoming period, our
Allies would act in full solidarity with Türkiye against the asymmetrical threats that our country, which is a symbol of stability and trust
in a strategically important region, has faced. This is the only way to
ensure the Alliance’s indivisibility.
The coronavirus pandemic, which shook the entire world, reminded
us once again that no one can feel safe unless we are all safe. The current state of humanity demonstrates the significance of the “spirit
of alliance and solidarity” on which NATO was founded. NATO’s decisiveness, as well as the duties it must shoulder, have grown in the
maintenance of global stability. Member states should not undermine the Alliance through unfounded rhetoric; instead, they should
uphold the founding principles and strengthen the Alliance. Only in
this manner will the Alliance have an opportunity to better prepare
for the new era. In this regard, it is critical that our Allies collaborate
to resolve issues and overcome challenges.
This book provides an overview of Türkiye’s position within NATO,
from the start of the membership to the present. It also highlights the
Türkiye’s role and contributions to the Alliance. I hope that this book
and its content serve as a new token of our country’s commitment to
NATO and its sensitivity in fulfilling its responsibilities. I would like
to offer my gratitude to all who contributed to the book’s production,
and on this occasion, I would like to commemorate our martyrs with
mercy once again.

R E C E P TAY Y I P E R D O ĞA N

PRE SIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TÜRKIYE

FOREWORD

E

stablished by 12 member states in 1949, NATO has turned
into an organization of 30 members today as a result of its
enlargement processes. While NATO was a highly influential body in interstate relations in the sense of international security and alliances during the Cold War era, it has managed to
reach these days in an effective manner by updating and renovating
itself against changing conditions and global developments in spite
of several problems.
Since 1952 when Türkiye became a member to the Alliance, NATO
has assumed a significant role in ensuring Türkiye’s security and has
made remarkable contributions to our goal of cooperation with Euro-Atlantic structures from various aspects. On the other hand, Türkiye has fulfilled its responsibilities to help the Alliance achieve its
goals of global peace, tranquility and security thanks to its extensive
military capabilities, historical background and cultural relations. In
addition, as a member of the Alliance for 70 years, Türkiye has the
second largest army in NATO. This is a quality that has enhanced
NATO’s structural and functional significance on a global scale.
In accordance with the Washington Treaty, NATO’s main purpose is
to safeguard the freedom and security of member states by political
and military means. Pursuant to Article 5 of the same Treaty, “NATO
is an organization built on the principle of collective defense, which
means that an attack or threat of an attack against a member state
will be considered an attack against them all”. Solidarity and cohesion within the Alliance, through daily cooperation in both the political and military spheres, ensure that no single Ally is forced to rely
upon its own national efforts alone in dealing with basic security
challenges.
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At this point, we felt the need to remind NATO’s foundation process
and fundamental mission with this book in your hands. We wanted to remind you of the Washington Treaty that founded NATO, its
founding purpose, fundamental principles and the spirit of alliance.
In addition, you can observe in detail the conditions under which
Türkiye became a member to NATO, its contributions since its membership in 1952, joint projects, Türkiye’s assistance in training and
other technical infrastructure activities, all joint efforts at military
and civilian level as well as capabilities offered by Türkiye’s geostrategic importance to the Alliance. This book will also provide information about the significance of NATO for Türkiye and the projections
Türkiye offers for a more effective NATO.
This book will also highlight how Türkiye has become the symbol of
peace when NATO flag flies along with Turkish flag as Türkiye participated in NATO missions and operations in many conflict areas
around the world.
It will be discussed in detail that contrary to critical statements by
the US and European countries at different times regarding NATO,
Türkiye has placed NATO in the main axis of its policy of security
and defense and properly fulfilled its responsibility of defending the
common values that it shares with other Allies.
The last chapter of the book will focus on Türkiye’s perspective on
NATO, and its allies, the organization to which Türkiye has been attaching great importance since its establishment, embracing it, actively participating in its efforts and never ceasing to defend at every
stage.
Türkiye, NATO’s second largest army, offering numerous joint projects and contributions within the body of the Alliance, clearly lays
out its perspective on NATO.
It is high time to recall the raison d’être of NATO once more:
“ONE FOR ALL, ALL FOR ONE”.

P RO F. DR . FA HR E T TI N A LTUN

PRE SIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TÜRKİYE
C OMMUNICATIONS DIRE C TOR
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01
N AT O ’s O r i g i n A n d M i s s i o n s

1.1. NATO: An Overview

T

he North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)’s essential
task, set out in the Washington Treaty in 1949, is to safeguard the freedom and security of its members through political and military means. NATO is an alliance of common
values. The allied states of NATO are committed to common values
such as democracy, individual liberty, rule of law and peaceful resolution of disputes and to maintain these common values within the
Euro-Atlantic region. NATO also serves as a transatlantic forum for
its members to consult on security issues of common interest and
take joint action. NATO therefore symbolizes the indivisibility of the
security of North America and Europe.
Based on Article 5 of the Washington Treaty,
NATO was founded on the principle of defending its members against an attack or the threat
of an attack; meaning that an attack against one
Ally is considered as an attack against all Allies.
Solidarity and cohesion within the Alliance,
through daily cooperation in both the political
and military spheres, ensure that no single Ally
is forced to rely upon its own national efforts
alone in dealing with basic security challenges.
Without depriving member states of their right
and duty to assume their sovereign responsibilities in the field of defence, the Alliance enables
them through collective effort to realize their
essential national security objectives.

Washington
Treaty,
Article 4:
The Parties will
consult together
whenever, in the
opinion of any of
them, the territorial
integrity, political
independence or
security of any of
the Parties is threatened.
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Washington Treaty Article 5:
The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or
North America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently
they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the
right of individual or collective self-defence recognised by Article 51 of the Charter
of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems
necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security
of the North Atlantic area. Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately be reported to the Security Council. Such measures
shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken the measures necessary
to restore and maintain international peace and security.

Following are the core tasks of the Alliance under the current
Strategic Concept adopted by the NATO Heads of State and Government at the Lisbon Summit in 2010:
1 . Collective defence (defending the Alliance territory)
2 . Crisis management (missions and operations outside the Alliance territory)
3 . Cooperative security (partnerships).
Today, the three core elements of NATO’s deterrence are as follows:
1 . Conventional capabilities
2. Ballistic missile defence system
3. Nuclear capabilities.
Founding Purpose of the Alliance:
 To settle any international dispute by peaceful means (Article 1)
 To contribute toward the further development of peaceful and
friendly international relations, to encourage economic collaboration (Article 2)
 To develop the individual and collective capacity of members
(Article 3)
 To hold consultations among members (Article 4)
 To ensure collective defence (Article 5)
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Core Principles of the Alliance:
 Safeguarding international peace and security
 Solidarity
 Consensus (decisions made on the basis of unanimity)
 Adoption of common international values
 Fair burden sharing
 Action based on “All for one and one for all”
 Strengthening the transatlantic bond between the American
and European continents.
In the light of Core Principles, the Alliance:
Through its political means; offers consultation and cooperation
to build an environment of trust with the aim of solving its members’
problems and to prevent potential conflicts in the long run, promoting democratic values, respect for human rights, rule of law and individual liberty.
Through its military means; NATO is committed to the peaceful
settlement of disputes; however, if diplomatic efforts fail, it has the
military capacity for crisis management and, when necessary, to take
military action under the UN Charter and the Washington Treaty.

16 |
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1.2. NATO Members and Partnerships
Established by 12 member states in 1949, NATO has turned into an
organization of 30 members today as a result of its enlargement processes. This indicates that the enlargement of the Alliance is a dynamic and on-going process.
The Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) is a multilateral consultation forum between NATO and Partners. Established in 1997, the
EAPC brings together 30 NATO member states and Partner countries
shown in the table below.
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council Partner Countries
Austria

Azerbaijan

Belarus

BosniaHerzegovina

Armenia

Finland

Georgia

Ireland

Sweden

Switzerland

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Ukraine

Malta

Moldova

Uzbekistan

Russia

Serbia

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

Initiated in 1994, NATO’s Mediterranean Dialogue (MD) aims to contribute to security and stability in the Mediterranean region, to
achieve better mutual understanding between the countries in the
region and NATO, and to dispel any misconceptions about the Alliance.
Mediterranean Dialogue Partner Countries
Algeria

Morocco

Israel

Mauritania

Tunisia

Jordan

Egypt

Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) was launched with the aim of
ensuring practical bilateral cooperation with the countries in the
Middle East and in particular the members of Gulf Cooperation Council. Through the ICI, the Alliance aims to develop relationships to promote security and stability with the countries in the Middle East. The
table below shows ICI Partners.
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Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Partner Countries
Bahrain

UAE

Qatar

Kuwait

The Alliance holds talks with its “Partners across the Globe”, which
are not members to other partnership mechanisms on a “case-bycase” basis and carries out practical cooperation activities. The table
below shows Partners across the Globe.
Partners Across the Globe
Afghanistan

Australia

Iraq

Japan

Colombia

Korea

Mongolia

Pakistan

New Zealand
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02
T ü r k iye a s a NAT O C o u n t r y

2.1. Türkiye’s Accession to NATO

I

n the aftermath of World War II, from 1945 to 1949, Western European and North American countries viewed the expansionist
policies and methods of the USSR with concern. Developments
such as the June 1948 coup in Czechoslovakia and the illegal
blockade of Berlin by the USSR in 1948 triggered the conclusion of an
agreement by Belgium, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom in order to develop a common defence system and to
strengthen the ties between each other in a manner which would enable them to resist ideological, political and military threats to their
security. The Western Union Defence Organization founded by the
Brussels Treaty of March 1948 constituted the first step toward the
restructuring of Western European security in the aftermath of World
War II. It also constituted the first step in the process leading up to the
signing of the North Atlantic Treaty in 1949.

PHOTO OF THE FIRST PAGE OF THE PROTOCOL ON TÜRKIYE AND GREECE’S
ACCESSION TO THE ALLIANCE.
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The Parties of the
Brussels Treaty then
started negotiations with
the United States and
Canada on the creation
of a single North Atlantic
Alliance
based
on
security guarantees and
mutual
commitments.
Denmark, Iceland, Italy,
Norway and Portugal
were also invited and
consequently, the North
Atlantic
(Washington)
Treaty, by which NATO
was founded on, was
signed by 12 countries on
April 4, 1949. Türkiye and
Greece became members
on February 18 th, 1952;
Germany
became
a
member to the Alliance in
1955 and Spain in 1982.

THE NAC DECISION THAT INVITES TÜRKIYE
AND GREECE TO NATO

NATO underwent four waves of enlargement following the end of the
Cold War: Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland joined NATO in 1999,
Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia
joined in 2004, Croatia and Albania joined in 2009, and Montenegro
joined in June 2017. Following the ratification of the Protocol on
the Accession of North Macedonia to NATO by all of the Allies, this
country has joined the Alliance as the 30th ally on March 27, 2020.
Since Türkiye joined the Alliance in 1952, NATO has played a central
role in maintaining our country’s safety and security and made various
substantial contributions to our goal of cooperation with EuroAtlantic structures. Türkiye, in return, has successfully assumed its
responsibilities in the achievement of the Alliance’s goals thanks to
its extensive military capabilities, historical experience and cultural
relations.
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TÜRKİYE’S FOREIGN MINISTER FUAT KÖPRÜLÜ SPEAKING AT NATO
LISBON MINISTERIAL SESSION ON FEBRUARY 20, 1952 WHEN TÜRKİYE
JOINED THE ALLIANCE.

Foreign Minister Fuat Köprülü, NATO Lisbon Conference, February 20,
1952:
“I feel it is a unique and a great privilege to be representing Türkiye at this
Council Session which marks the beginning of Türkiye’s participation in
the activities of NATO, as a full member of that organization.”

FUAT KÖPRÜLÜ, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF TÜRKIYE FEBRUARY 20,
PREPARING FOR HIS RADIO ADDRESS AT THE NINTH SESSION OF THE NORTH
ATLANTIC COUNCIL HELD IN LISBON, PORTUGAL ON FEBRUARY 20TH 1952.
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PHOTO FROM TÜRKIYE’S ACCESSION CEREMONY AT THE LISBON MINISTERIAL
SESSION IN FEBRUARY 1952.

THE FLAG OF TÜRKIYE JOINS ALLIED COLOURS AT SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED POWERS EUROPE (SHAPE) (1 MARCH 1952) DURING A CEREMONY
CHAIRED BY GENERAL EISENHOWER AND ATTENDED BY TURKISH
AMBASSADOR IN PARIS.
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”

Fully performing its Alliance
commitments, Türkiye is among the
first eight allies that have contributed
the most to NATO budget

2.2. Türkiye’s Contributions to NATO
In addition to safeguarding its national security and fighting
simultaneously against PKK/PYD/YPG, FETO, DAESH and other
terrorist organizations, Türkiye also makes significant contributions
to NATO operations and missions in various regions to promote
regional and global peace and stability. Türkiye, which is among the
top five countries in this field, maintains its support and engages in
crisis response operations under the Strategic Concept of the Alliance.
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Türkiye is an important ally, contributing to NATO’s role in
maintaining security and stability across the whole Euro-Atlantic
area. As a valuable NATO member, and relying on its geostrategic
position as well as its historical and deeply-rooted relations with other
states, Türkiye makes crucial contributions to the accomplishment of
NATO’s mission and its values through various projects.
Türkiye provides significant contributions to NATO’s operations and
missions as well as its force and command structure. Supporting NATO’s
measures against new security challenges, Türkiye will continue its
contributions in accordance with its Alliance commitments.
Geographically located at the centre of the threat for irregular
migration, Türkiye is fighting resolutely against this threat. As an
actor that mitigates the impact of issues such as human and drug
trafficking and smuggling stemming from the regions of instability,
Türkiye is a stabilizing factor in Europe. And it maintains an active
military presence in NATO. Türkiye hosts the NATO Allied Land
Command (LANDCOM) in İzmir and the NATO Ballistic Missile
Defence radar in Kürecik, and has allocated air bases in İncirlik and
Konya with high strategic importance for the use of NATO, thus
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supporting the fight against terrorism, and protecting not only its
own borders but also the south-eastern borders of the Alliance.
With its active air and naval presence in the Black Sea and the
Mediterranean, Türkiye provides significant contributions to NATO’s
assurance measures, and NATO’s strengthened deterrence and
defence posture.
Our country makes an active contribution to NATO operations
to keep the Black Sea as a sea of peace and stability. Türkiye is the
essential element of balance and deterrence in the Black Sea with the
international and national military operations it has led, particularly
Operation Black Sea Harmony.
Each year, Türkiye contributes to the Enhanced NATO Response
Force (e-NRF)’s land, air, naval and special forces assets. In 2021,
Türkiye assumed responsibility for the NATO Response Force Land
Component Command and the Very High Readiness Joint Task Force
(VJTF) through the 3rd Corps Command of the Turkish army deployed in İstanbul, also known as NATO Rapid Deployable Corps –
Türkiye (NRDC-T).
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Minister of National Defence Hulusi Akar: “I congratulate you all on successfully planning and executing the NRF LCC and VJTF missions. NATO,
as you are aware, has been the pillar of Europe’s security since World War
II. This year marks the 70th anniversary of Türkiye’s accession to NATO.
Türkiye, which shares NATO’s values and responsibilities, has successfully
performed all duties and missions assigned to it since 1952. NATO, as the
most successful defence alliance in history, we believe, is more active and
vibrant than ever before. In this context, forces such as the NRF LCC and
VJTF serve as the foundation for NATO’s military structure, as well as its
deterrence and defence posture in general...” (January 14, 2022: Akar’s speech
during a congratulatory visit to the 3rd Corps Command, which successfully completed
the NATO Rapid Deployable Corps-Türkiye mission in 2021)
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Türkiye will assume the role of High Readiness Maritime Force (TURMARFOR) in 2023, the centenary of the Republic of Türkiye.
2.2.1 Contributions to Missions and Operations
Marking the 70th anniversary of its accession to NATO Alliance
on February 18, 2022, Türkiye makes sustainable and extensive
contributions to NATO missions and operations. Since 1995, Türkiye
has taken active part in NATO’s operations in the Balkans such as
IFOR, SFOR, KFOR as well as ISAF, “Essential Harvest”, “Amber Fox”,
“Allied Harmony”, “Active Endeavour”, “Ocean Shield” and “Unified
Protector”. Türkiye’s contributions to some ongoing NATO missions
and operations are given below.

2.2.1.1 Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan
As part of the Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan, Türkiye
is a Framework Nation in Kabul (the other framework nations in
Afghanistan are Germany in the north, the United States in the
south and east and Italy in the west). It has also carried out the
responsibility for the security and management of the Hamid Karzai
International Airport from 2015 to the end of the NATO mission in
2021.
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TRAIN ADVISE ASSIST COMMAND RUN BY TÜRKIYE AS PART OF A NATO MISSION
IN KABUL, THE CAPITAL OF AFGHANISTAN – CHANGE OF MISSION (AUGUST 2017).
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ASSISTANCE BY TURKISH TROOPS ASSIGNED AS PART OF A NATO MISSION TO
THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN IN THE CAPITAL, KABUL (2015-2016).

2.2.1.2 Kosovo Force (KFOR)
Türkiye has troops in Kosovo as part of “KFOR”, a NATO-led multinational peacekeeping force in charge of ensuring security in Kosovo.
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2.2.1.3 The Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean
Türkiye constantly provides maritime assistance for the operations
launched by NATO with the aim of supporting international efforts to
prevent irregular crossings in the Aegean Sea through reconnaissance,
monitoring and surveillance.
Türkiye is among the top three contributors to NATO’s Standing
Naval Force and command in the Mediterranean. It also provides the
greatest contribution to Operation Sea Guardian. Aksaz Naval Base
also supports this contribution logistically.
2.2.1.4 NATO Mission Iraq
Türkiye provides assistance of military trainers/advisors for “NATO
Mission Iraq”. In addition, it has also undertaken the commitment to
deploy “the force protection team”.
2.2.1.5 The Standing NATO Maritime Group Two and the Standing NATO Mine Countermeasures Group Two
Türkiye constantly makes contributions to Standing NATO Maritime
Group Two (SNMG-2) and Standing NATO Mine Countermeasures
Group Two (SNMCMG-2).
Türkiye took part in an operation against piracy in the Gulf of Aden,
Indian Ocean, Arabian Sea and adjacent regions as part of Standing
NATO Maritime Group Two (SNMG-2) with TCG Gökçeada frigate.
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2.2.1.6. Konya Air Base and NATO AWACS Aircrafts
As part of the Global Coalition against DAESH, Türkiye provides airto-air refuelling support to NATO AWACS aircrafts for their flights in
the Turkish airspace.
Air-to-air refuelling support is provided for NATO AWACS aircrafts
for their flights as part of the Assurance Measures implemented by
the Alliance for the Eastern European Countries, and our national
AWACS aircrafts (E-7T) are used to provide this support.
Konya Air Base is one of the two forward operating bases of NATO
Airborne Early Warning & Control Force (NAEW&C), and it is available for NATO AWACS aircrafts.

2.2.2. Contributions to NATO’s Command and Force Structure
2.2.2.1. NATO Allied Land Command (LANDCOM)
Türkiye is one of the Allies making the most extensive contributions
to NATO’s Command and Force structure. NATO’s Land Command
(LANDCOM), a part of the Alliance command structure, is located in
Türkiye.

TÜRKIYE AS A NATO COUNTRY
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2.2.2.2. NATO Rapid Deployable Corps - Türkiye
NATO Rapid Deployable Corps (NRDC-T) (3rd Corps Headquarters,
Istanbul), one of the nine High Readiness Force (Land) Headquarters
within NATO Force Structure is provided by Türkiye. Türkiye has assumed responsibility for the Very High Readiness Joint Task Force of
NATO Response Force (NRF) in 2021.
2.2.2.3. Kürecik Radar Facility
Türkiye hosts acquisition and tracking radar (X-Band radar) in
Malatya/Kürecik as part of NATO’s Ballistic Missile Defense architecture. The other components of NATO’s Ballistic Missile Defense are
prevention systems (Aegis Ashore), which are available in Romania
Poland as well as four Aegis Ashore destroyers of the USA, which are
deployed at the Port of Rota in Spain.
2.2.2.4. Multinational Joint Warfare Centre:
Multinational Joint Warfare Centre (MJWC), has been operating in
Atatürk Wargaming and Convention Centre in Istanbul since 2015.
MJWC, having a vision of serving as the leading warfare centre, plans
and national and multinational exercises at strategic and operational
levels.
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As the centre of profound knowledge and experience, MJWC has
conducted, hosted and supported many national, multinational and
NATO exercises, conferences, meetings and symposiums. MJWC
hosted:
1. LOYAL LEDA 2021 EPP
2. LOYAL BONUS 2021/1 LANDCOM BST
3. EURASIAN PEACE 2021
4. ON GUARD 2021
5. EXER MARSEC 2021
Designed to support NATO’s High Readiness, MJWC is a unique
centre of warfare that integrates expertise and top-notch technology
with exercises and wargames.
2.2.3.5. Center of Excellence for Defense against Terrorism and
Partnership for Peace Training Center
NATO’s Center of Excellence for Defense against Terrorism (CoEDAT) is a contribution of Türkiye to the Alliance through its national
means. CoE-DAT and Partnership for Peace (PfP) Training Center are
both in Ankara.
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2.2.3.6. Multinational Maritime Security Center of Excellence
Türkiye hosts Multinational Maritime Security Center of Excellence
(MARSEC CoE) in Istanbul.
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2.3. Burden Sharing
 The ratio of Türkiye’s defence expenditure to gross domestic
product was 1.86% in 2020. Türkiye has pledged to reach the
Alliance threashold value of 2% by 2024.
 38.6% of our defence expenditures are allocated to the supply
of weapons and equipment as well as research and development. (NATO’s threshold value for this is 20%).
 Türkiye ranks eighth in terms of contributions, which are
shared among Allies after being calculated on the basis of
gross domestic products (GDP).

Türkiye ranks 9th

NATO aims %2 ratio of defence expenditure
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2.3.1 Türkiye’s Contributions to NATO’s Common Budgets
The table below shows our contributions to NATO common budgets for
2018, including NATO Security Investment Program (NSIP)

BUDGET

BUDGET
CEILING (1)

RATE OF
TÜRKİYE’S
CONTRIBUTION

PAYMENT
AMOUNT

NSIP (3)

700 Million
Euros

4.3819%

30,673,300
Euros

Military Budget

958 Million
Euros

4.3819%

41,978,602
Euros

AGS (4)

60 Million
Euros

5.5437%

3,326,220
Euros

NAEW (5)

268.7 Million
Euros

1.0345%

2,789,702
Euros

Civil Budget

245.8 Million
Euros

4.3819%

10,769,350
Euros

Total

2.2 Million
Euros

89,527,174
Euros

(1) Ceiling amounts may not be completely spent. (2) Contribution rates are determined in
accordance with the allied countries’ GDP sizes. (3) NATO Security Investment Programme
(4) Allied Ground Surveillance (5) NATO Airborne Early Warning and Control
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2.3.2 Civilian Contributions Within the Scope of the Civilian
State of Emergency Planning
Civil Preparedness are considered an integral part of NATO’s longterm adaptation with regard to defense and deterrence.
Türkiye provides contributions of specialists as well as conceptual
contributions in order to support NATO’s civilian (non-military)
capabilities within the scope of NATO’s civilian state of emergency
planning activities.
2.3.3 Support for the Open Door Policy and Partnership
Mechanisms
Within the scope of NATO’s enlargement process, also called the
“Open Door Policy”, Northern Macedonia’s accession process to the
Alliance has been concluded on March 27th, 2020. Ukraine, Bosnia
and Herzegovina and Georgia are the other countries, which are
willing to join NATO. Türkiye considers the Alliance’s Open Door
Policy as a strategic tool aimed at spreading stability and security,
and advocates particularly the integration of the Balkan countries
into European-Atlantic institutions. In this context, during the
Brussels Summit of 2018, the activation of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Membership Action Plan (MAP) and extending an invitation of
membership to Northern Macedonia was clearly supported.
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Furthermore, NATO has an extensive partnership mechanism, and
partnerships are key instruments in terms of spreading stability.
NATO has geographical (European Atlantic Partnership Council,
Mediterranean Dialogue and Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, Partners
across the Globe) and thematic partnership mechanisms (enhanced
opportunities partners, operations partners and interoperability
platform). The main purpose of these partnership mechanisms could
be summarized as:
 Providing consultancy,
 Developing interoperability,
 Ensuring partner countries’ support for NATO’s missions and
operations,
 Assisting in defense reform and defense capacity building.
Furthermore, NATO makes thematic cooperation with partner
countries in such fields as:
 Fighting terrorism (through capacity building),
 Prevention of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
and launch vehicles,
 Responding to new security tests such as cyber threats, energy
security, maritime area security and piracy,
 Civilian state of emergency planning.

A FAMILY PHOTO, DISPLAYING OUR PRESIDENT AND OUR FOREIGN MINISTER AT
THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL’S JOINT MEETING WITH THE MEDITERRANEAN
DIALOGUE COUNTRIES (ANKARA, MAY 6, 2019).
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Türkiye actively supports NATO in developing its relations with
partner countries, provided that the partner countries follow good
neighborly relations with the allied countries on the basis of mutual
respect. Within this context, Türkiye hosted the joint meeting with
the Mediterranean Dialogue countries, organized by NATO to mark
the 25th anniversary of the Mediterranean Dialogue mechanism on
May 6-7, 2019 in Ankara.
Consequently, Türkiye plays a pioneering role in terms of developing
the relations between NATO and its partners especially in the Balkans,
the Caucasus, Northern Africa and Middle East within the context of
the implementation of the Open Door Policy.
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2.4. NATO’s Contributions to Türkiye
Türkiye attaches importance to maintaining NATO’s principal role
in the maintenance of security and stability in the Euro-Atlantic
region and its feature as a fundamental transatlantic forum in which
its partners hold political-military consultations that concern their
security. As a matter of fact, Türkiye finds it necessary that the
principles of indivisibility of security, solidarity among the allies, fair
risk and burden sharing and consensus that underly the Alliance are
observed and maintained.

Türkiye requested for consultations in the North Atlantic Council
within the framework of the Article IV of the Washington Treaty with
regard to following developments:
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February 10 and 16,
2003
June 26, 2012

October 3, 2012

July 28, 2015

In light of the situation in Iraq
After our unarmed RF-4 reconnaissance
jet was shot down by the Syrian regime in
international airspace
After five Turkish citizens were killed as a
result of an artillery shelling on Akçakale
by the Syrian regime
After the terrorist attack perpetrated by
DAESH in Suruç

In addition, Türkiye requested support from NATO due to the
following developments:
 Operation “ACE Guard” (January 3, 1991–March 8, 1991):
During the First Gulf War, NATO’s emergency response force
(ACE Mobile) and the Alliance’s air defense capabilities were
deployed in our territory upon Türkiye’s request in order to
thwart threats posed to Türkiye.
 During the Second Gulf War, three Dutch Patriot batteries
were deployed in Diyarbakır and Batman in accordance with
the Council decision dated February 16, 2003 upon Türkiye’s
request in order to thwart threats posed to Türkiye.
 After our unarmed RF-4 reconnaissance jet was shot down by
Syria in international airspace over the Mediterraneean Sea on
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June 22, 2012 and five Turkish citizens were killed as a result
of an artillery shelling on Akçakale by the Syrian regime forces
on October 2, 2012, air and missile defense batteries belonging to the allied countries were deployed in our territory as of
January 2013 in accordance with a Council decision dated December 4, 2012 in order to support our country’s air defense
capabilities. Currently, a Spanish Patriot battery is positioned
in Adana, and an Italian SAMP/T battery is positioned in Kahramanmaraş.
 Concerning the developments in Syria, the Council agreed on
the Tailored Assurance Measures for Türkiye on December 18,
2015. These measures include the deployment of NATO AWACS
aircrafts in our country and their regular flights; conducting an
air policing mission in order to protect the Turkish airspace;
carrying out intelligence-surveillance-reconnaissance and
maritime patrol flights in the Eastern Mediterranean; NATO
Permanent Naval Forces’ (SNMG-2) visits to the Turkish ports
in the Eastern Mediterranean and increased participation of
the Allies and SNMG-2 in exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean.
 NATO allows the development of military capabilities and
use of the experience and knowledge of the alliance members.
NATO contributes to the development of the Turkish Defense
Industry through joint projects. Participation in the individual and collective trainings at NATO’s educational institutions,
training and exercise centres and excellence centres is ensured.
These opportunities of NATO provide a basis for raising the
training level of our military personnel and troops and for the
acquisition of new capabilities for the Turkish Armed Forces.
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2.5. Cooperation Processes and Current Projects
2.5.1 Cooperation Mechanisms and Initiatives Supported by
Türkiye
 The Partnership for Peace (PfP), launched in 1994, facilitates
practical bilateral cooperation between individual partner
countries from the Caucasus, Central Asia and Eastern Europe and NATO on military and defence-related issues. The
Partnership for Peace (PfP) Training Centre was established
on June 29, 1998 within the Turkish Armed Forces in order to
train the civilian and military personnel of the partner countries in line with general principles of the PfP and to help the
partners achieve their goals of interoperability with NATO.
The PfP Training Centre provides comprehensive training at
the strategic and tactical level to the staff of the Allied and
Partner countries and the Mediterranean Dialogue countries.
 The Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC), a multilateral
forum established in 1997, brings together NATO members
and twenty Partner countries.
 Seven Mediterranean countries outside the NATO are members of the Mediterranean Dialogue initiative, which was established in 1994. These countries are Algeria, Egypt, Israel,
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Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. The beginning of
this initiative is based on the belief that European security is
closely linked to the security and stability of the Mediterranean. As a Mediterranean country, Türkiye supports the Mediterranean Dialogue since its establishment. Believing that European security is closely linked to the security and stability
of the Mediterranean, Türkiye shares the Alliance’s objective
that the Mediterranean Dialogue should be strengthened in
areas in which NATO could provide added value.
 NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative was established in
June 2004 at the NATO Summit organized in Istanbul. The
initiative aims to contribute to regional and global security in
the long term by developing security cooperation between the
Middle East countries and NATO. Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait and
the United Arab Emirates have participated up to now. Furthermore, Saudi Arabia and Oman are interested. The initiative mainly pursues a policy that is open to the attention of
all Middle Eastern countries, which are opposed to terrorism
and weapons of mass destruction. Türkiye strongly supports
“Istanbul Cooperation Initiative”.
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2.5.2 Current Joint Projects
2.5.2.1 Military Projects
NATO-funded projects costing EUR 25 million or more are listed in
the table below.
 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Project
 Airborne Electronic Attack – AEA
 Maritime Unmanned Systems – MUA
 Maritime Multimission Aircraft - M3A
Completed Infrastructure Activities
Name of the Activity

End Date

Forward Position Storage Facilities

1976

Elazığ-Muş Pumping Station Construction

1980

Antalya-İzmit Dieselisation Construction

1980

Ataş Osmaniye Tank Farms

1980

Eastern Anatolia Dieselization Phase I Construction.

1985

Eastern Anatolia Dieselization Phase II Construction.

1986

3D Radar Supply and Facilities for Bartın

1986

Arifiye-Çorlu Pipeline Modernization

1986

2nd and 3rd Armies Mobile Communication Systems Electronic
Division

1986

Eastern Anatolia Dieselization Phase II Construction.

1987

Batman Airport Main Operations Facility

1987

Balıkesir Airport Aircraft Shelters Construction

1987

İncirlik Airport Aircraft Shelters Construction

1987

Bandırma Airport F-16 Aircraft Facilities

1988

Saros-Çorlu Fuel Oil Pipeline Phase II Construction

1989

58 | POWERFUL MEMBER OF THE STRATEGIC ALLIANCE TÜRKİYE

Balıkesir Airport F-16 Aircraft Facilities

1989

Akhisar Airport Aircraft Shelters Construction

1989

Çiğli Airport Aircraft Shelters Construction

1989

Ayancık Air Defense Radars Replacement

1989

3D Radar Supply and Facilities for Anamur

1989

Balıkesir Airport F-16 Aircraft Facilities

1989

Batman Airport Aircraft Shelters Construction

1989

Merzifon Airport Aircraft Shelters Construction

1989

Diyarbakır Airport F-16 Aircraft Facilities

1989

Konya Airport Runway and Parallel Taxiway Construction

1992

Diyarbakır ARS Facilities Construction

1994

Boosting İncirlik Weapon Storage Safety System

1994

Air Command and Control System-ACCS Eskişehir ARS
Project

1994

Elazığ-Diyarbakır Fuel Oil Pipeline Construction

1996

Mersin Ağalar Harbour Arsenal Port Construction

1998

Gölcük Earthquake Damage Constructions

2000

Construction of 10’’ Fuel Oil Pipeline between Antalya Tank
Farm and Airport

2016

On-going Infrastructure Activities
Name of the Activity
Renovation of Golf Loop Taxiway and Parking Aprons, İncirlik Airport
Restoration of FOB Aircraft Parking Area, Konya Airport
Renovation of Taxiways and Construction of Aircraft Parking Areas, Erhaç
Airport
Restoration of Main Runway, Konya Airport
Aksaz Naval Base Dock, Piers and Auxiliary Facilities
Gölcük Naval Base Two Submarine Piers and Dock Construction and Coastal
Facilities
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2.5.2.2 Civilian Cooperation Projects
 From 2015 to the end of the NATO mission in 2021, female officers have been assigned to Train, Advise, Assist Command
in Kabul, Afghanistan to work as “Gender Advisor” for a period of six months. Türkiye also provided training to Afghan
female police officers in Sivas.
 Türkiye conducts training activities such as courses, seminars,
etc. for the members of the Alliance and partner countries
through the Centre of Excellence Defence Against Terrorism
and Partnership for Peace Training Centre, and makes significant contribution to NATO’s proper interpreting and understanding of the region thanks to its close cultural relationship
with the region as well as its historical depth.
 NATO Civil Emergency Planning Committee (CEPC) serves
as a high-level policy and advisory body to the North Atlantic Council on civil emergency planning and disaster relief; in
this framework, it coordinates the activities of its subordinate
boards and committees.
 Türkiye provides expertise and conceptual contribution to
support NATO’s civilian (non-military) capabilities as part of
NATO’s civil emergency planning activities.
 The table below shows the Ministries, Agencies and Organizations that regularly attend the CEPC planning group meetings
on matters within their respective areas of responsibility.
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Civil Emergency Planning Committee (CEPC)
Group

Relevant Ministry - Institution

CEPC/CPG: Civil Protection Group

Ministry of National Defence,
Turkish General Staff, SecretariatGeneral of the National Security
Council (NSC), Disaster and
Emergency Management
Presidency (AFAD)

CEPC/TG: Transport Group

Ministry of Transport and
Infrastructure, Secretariat-General
of the NSC

CEPC/JHAFG: Joint
Health, Agriculture and Food
Group

Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry,
Secretariat-General of the NSC

CEPC/IRCSG: Industrial Resources
and Communications Services
Group

Ministry of Transport and
Infrastructure, Ministry of Energy
and Natural Resources, Ministry
of Industry and Technology,
Secretariat-General of the NSC

CEPC/EADRCC: Euro-Atlantic
Disaster Response Coordination
Centre

Ministry of National Defence,
Turkish General Staff, SecretariatGeneral of the NSC, AFAD

CEPC/CBRN: Defending Against
Chemical, Biological, Radiological
and Nuclear Threats

Ministry of National Defence,
Turkish General Staff, SecretariatGeneral of NSC, AFAD
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Some Civil Capability Activities
Below are some of the activities, which utilized Türkiye’s civilian
capabilities and were conducted in cooperation with NATO.
Pakistan Earthquake
 NATO and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) countries responded to the earthquake that struck Pakistan on October 8, 2005 and provided relief.
 In the earthquake, 73,000 people died, 70,000 people were injured and about 4 million people lost their homes.
 42 EAPC countries provided assistance to Pakistan after the
earthquake.
 Türkiye sent a field hospital, three separate medical teams consisting of a total of 56 people, three ambulances, one truck and a
search and rescue team consisting of 52 people and 3 dogs along
with plenty of relief supplies such as tents, food, medicine and
blankets to Pakistan. Two C-130 transport aircrafts were assigned
to transport the materials. Türkiye’s assistance reached $115 million. With this amount of aid, Türkiye was one of the countries
that provided the greatest assistance to Pakistan.

62 | POWERFUL MEMBER OF THE STRATEGIC ALLIANCE TÜRKİYE

Evacuation of Civilians from Libya (2011)
 Following NATO’s Libya operation in 2011, the evacuation of
civilians stranded in Libya was carried out by sea and land.
During the evacuation from the sea, Iskenderun ship (military) and Turkish Airlines (THY) Airbus 330 (Çanakkale) aircraft were used at the first stage. Not only Turkish citizens, but
also citizens of other countries who opted were evacuated.
Retrograde Movement from Afghanistan (2012-2013)
 The majority of ISAF elements conducted their retrograde operations through Trabzon Port and Trabzon Airport.
 Civilian Turkish-registered ships were also used during the
operation. (Ayşenaz vessel-civilian cargo ship)
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami (2011)
 52 tons of aid material was provided for the earthquake in Japan, both individually and under the coordination of EADRCC,
 Aid materials were delivered to Japan by Turkish Airlines
(THY) cargo plane,
 Search and rescue activities were conducted by teams. (24 people from AFAD, 1 from TAEK, and 5 from the Ministry of Health)
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Aid to Ukraine as part of NATO Assistance (2015-)Aid to Ukraine
as part of NATO Assistance (2015-)
1. Expert support within the scope of Command, Control and
Communication Technologies,
2. Logistics and Standardization (Instruments and equipment along
with expert staff)
3. Cyber Defence (expert staff support)
4. Medical rehabilitation (physicians, specialized staff, instruments
and equipment for field hospital)
5. Field Hospital
2.5.3. “WeAreNATO” Communication Campaign
The NATO communications campaign “WeAreNATO” aims to create
awareness in the Allied countries, particularly among the youth,
about NATO, its role in global security and its activities.
After the first annual conference of WeAreNATO campaign hosted by
the NATO Public Diplomacy Division (PDD) in NATO Headquarters on
July 18-19, 2019, Türkiye joined the campaign under the coordination
of the Presidency’s Directorate of Communications in September
2019.
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Within the scope of the campaign, a “National Campaign Plan” based
on the OASIS model was developed and a promotional video shared
on corporate social media accounts from Türkiye and NATO was prepared.
Below is some of the footage from a short video that was prepared
before Türkiye’s participation in the campaign telling the story of
Mert Çeltek, a rescue diver working for the Turkish Navy, shared on
NATO’s official twitter account with the hashtag #WeAreNATO.
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WeAreNATO Campaign Video
A promotional video was prepared together with NATOChannel under the coordination of the Presidency’s Directorate of Communications as part of the WeAreNATO Communication Campaign. The
video was displayed at the campaign launch event in İzmir and at a
panel in Adana. The video was also shared on the social media accounts of NATO and the Directorate of Communications.
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Campaign Launch Event
On February 18, 2020, the “WeAreNATO” Campaign was launched
in an event organized in İzmir under the coordination of the İzmir
Regional Directorate of the Directorate of Communications, where a
video presentation was given and a panel was held titled “68th Anniversary of Türkiye’s NATO Membership: The Powerful Member
of the Strategic Alliance - Türkiye”. The panel started with the keynote speeches of Deputy Director of Communications Dr. Çağatay
Özdemir and NATO Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Tacan
İldem. The panel was attended by Chief of Staff for NATO Allied Land
Command Major General Metin Tokel and NATO officers, and featured a timeline of the 68-year NATO membership of Türkiye and its
role in the Organization.
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Panel Program 1
On March 13, 2020, a panel titled “The 68th Anniversary of Türkiye’s
NATO membership: The Powerful Member of the Strategic Alliance –
Türkiye” was held at the Adana Regional Directorate of the Directorate of Communications. In the panel moderated by Dr. Murat Yeşiltaş,
Deputy Head of the Turkish Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly and Member of the TRNC Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ahmet Berat Çonkar and Dr. Aylin Ünver Noi evaluated Türkiye’s 68year NATO membership.
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Panel Program 2
On February 18, 2021, İzmir Regional Directorate of the Directorate of
Communications held a panel where the report of the NATO Experts
Group titled “NATO 2030: United for a New Era” was discussed. The
panel, which started with a video message from Director of Communications Prof. Fahrettin Altun, continued with presentation of Ambassador Tacan İldem a member of NATO Experts Group and former
NATO Assistant Secretary General, on the report “NATO 2030: United for a New Era”. After valuable speakers’ contributions to the report, the panel was concluded.
Interview Program
On June 14, 2021, interviews titled “Türkiye and NATO” were held in
Brussels on the sidelines of the NATO Summit. Experienced and valu-
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able speakers such as Amanda Paul, European Policy Centre (EPC)
Türkiye and Cyprus Expert, Tacan İldem, NATO 2030 Experts Group
Member and former NATO Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador
Stefano Manservisi, Former Head of EU Delegation to Türkiye and
Special Advisor to Paolo Gentiloni, EU Commissioner for Economy,
Dr. Ian Lesser, Vice-President and Foreign Policy Director of the German Marshall Fund (GMF), and Samuel Doveri Vesterbye, Director of
the European Neighborhood Council, participated to the panel discussion moderated by Dr. Kılıç Buğra Kanat.
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03
T ü r k i ye ’s P e r s p e c t i ve
O n NAT O

F

ounded and structured on the strategies of the Cold War era’s
bipolar power struggle, NATO had to undergo a restructuring
process and encompass new missions after the end of the Cold
War. Following the disintegration of the USSR in the postCold War period, challenges such as ethnic issues, regional conflicts,
nuclear/conventional arms control and international terrorism have
determined the process of NATO’s restructuring and the expansion
of its missions. In this context, since 1992, NATO units have begun
assuming a wide spectrum of tasks ranging from humanitarian aid to
crisis management in a broad geography extending from the Balkans
to the Gulf of Aden, and from Africa to Afghanistan. As a result,
NATO evolved into a security organization that took an interest in
global issues beyond serving the security of its members alone. NATO
realized this transformation around the concepts of “Cooperation”
and “Partnership”, which shaped the new identity of the organization.
With this transformation, NATO extended its focus beyond the EuroAtlantic region and succeeded in establishing a comprehensive
network of cooperation and partnerships with non-member states
around the world, especially in the Mediterranean and the Gulf region,
after the Cold War era.
NATO’s new mission and transformation process led to a discord
among member states on various policies as well as collaborations.
U.S. President Trump’s criticisms about the defence spending of
member states as well as French President Macron’s remark that

74 |

POWERFUL MEMBER OF THE STRATEGIC ALLIANCE TÜRKİYE

“NATO is experiencing brain death” shows deepening of this discord
on NATO’s raison d’être, mission and future. Such criticisms and remarks lead European states to have security concerns and result in a
declining trust in institutional mechanisms. Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s remarks in an election rally in Munich after the
NATO Summit of 2017 was a clear manifestation of European states’
security concerns about NATO: “Europe can no longer rely on US and
Britain and must fight for its own destiny. We Europeans must really
take our destiny into our own hands”.
Contrary to the anti-NATO rhetoric used both by the USA and European states, Türkiye has always placed NATO at the center of its defense and security policy and has duly fulfilled its duty of defending
common values shared with other Allies.
Moreover, Türkiye has given importance to NATO’s lasting fundamental role in the maintenance of security and stability in the EuroAtlantic geography and the maintenance of the spirit of alliance in
political-military consultations on issues concerning the security of
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its members; besides, it has adopted the principles of solidarity and
collective defense represented by NATO as well as consistently supporting all actions to that end.
While it was the only Alliance member with a land border with the
USSR during the Cold War era, Türkiye is also the closest Ally to the
critical areas of conflict today. It is an indisputable fact that Türkiye’s
security means NATO’s security.
Since 1952, Türkiye has maintained the security of eastern and southeastern borders of NATO. When the conjuncture and circumstances in
the surrounding areas are considered, the heavy responsibility undertaken by Türkiye will be better understood. Türkiye is located in the
centre of the Balkans and the Caucasus, which witnessed active armed
conflicts in the 1990s and 2000s, Ukraine, Syria and Iraq, where active conflicts continue today, and North Africa via the Mediterranean.
Türkiye is a neighbour to all these regions. There are also problematic
regimes in possession of ballistic missile systems and chemical weapons among Türkiye’s neighbours.
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Within this context, Türkiye’s key expectation is that all Allies will act
in line with the spirit of Alliance based on the fundamental principle of
“indivisibility of security”. For instance, Türkiye’s need for air defence,
which appeared owing to the threat posed by Scud missiles in the hands
of Saddam regime during the Gulf War I, is not properly interpreted by
some of the Allies.
Türkiye asked for assistance on this matter from its Allies for three
times, namely in 1991 due to Gulf War I, in 2003 due to Iraq Operation
and in 2012 due to the downing of a Turkish aircraft by Damascus regime. Several Allies showed solidarity under NATO, deploying their Patriot and SAMP/T systems in Türkiye for these three requests. However,
when the civil war in Syria escalated and Türkiye had border violation
problems with Russia, withdrawal of some Patriot batteries on several
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occasions resulted in a serious security gap for Türkiye, an indispensible member of the Alliance.
Türkiye will do its utmost to fulfil its duties for NATO from now on,
as it has done so far. When the need arises, it will not refrain from
taking the necessary responsibility and continue to show a maximum effort to ensure that the Spirit of Alliance is not damaged. Likewise, it is natural that Türkiye expects the same from all Allies.
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